reader not only a real store of useful information, but also a considerable amount of pleasure. This volume is a welcome departure from the more stereotyped method of producing an anthology. London, April 11-13, 1961 pp xi+232 illustrated 30s London: Pharmaceutical Press 1961 At the Symposium consideration was given to sterilization by ionizing radiations, gaseous methods of sterilization, hospital organization in relation to the sterilization of surgical materials, and tests of sterility. This account, which contains both the papers delivered in each section and the discussion which followed them, can be strongly recommended as a guide to modern developments in this important subject.
Sir John Tomes: A Pioneer of British Dentistry by Zachary Cope Kt pp ix + 108 illustrated 25s London: Dawson's ofPall Mall 1961 In writing a short but elegant biography of Sir John Tomes, Sir Zachary Cope has brought to our notice a great deal more information than is generally known about one of the most note--worthy pioneers of dental surgery in this country. Because of the association of famous American names with much of the early professional work and development, it is too easy to forget that the name of Tomes would still be very well known ,even if it had never been eponymously connected with dentinal fibrils.
This beautifully written and attractive book correctly emphasizes Tomes' part in raising dental standards, in establishing a qualifying diploma, setting up a statutory register and in founding the British Dental Association. It is too easy to overlook the importance of such a major contribution -to the profession's metamorphosis and Sir Zachary Cope's book should be read by all the profession and placed in a prominent position in the library of every dental school.
Inhaled Particles and Vapours edited by C N Davies pp xi+495 illustrated £5 Oxford, &c.: Pergamon Press 1961 .An understanding of how particles and vapours get into, stay in or are removed from the lung is ,essential both for the study of the pathogenesis of many pulmonary diseases and preventive equip-:ment. This volume, which presents the papers given at an International Symposium held by the British Occupational Hygiene Society at Oxford in the spring of 1960, is an almost unique source of information about many facts of our present knowledge on this fundamental subject.
There are papers on the anatomy and physiology of the lung which include accounts by West and his colleagues on the stream-lining of gas flow in the lungs and of the recent discovery by Pattle of the alveolar lining which almost abolishes surface tension. Several papers are concerned with the immediate retention of particles and others refer to the subsequent mobilization of phagocytes and their role in eliminating particles. There is clear evidence that the physical properties of the dust chiefly determine the first process but phagocytosis, whose activity may be promoted by inert dusts, determines the second. New theories of the way in which fibrosis is initiated by the disintegrating macrophages in the case of silicosis and by the protein shell of asbestos bodies in asbestosis are presented and Heppleston describes active movement of dust long after its deposition in the lung, even in and out of fibrotic nodules. Several papers deal with the ominous problem of the production of lung cancer by the inhalation of radioactive particles.
The final section of the book tackles the important but still unsettled question of what size-range of dust particles should be selectively sampled in order to measure a dust hazard and how this can be done.
A useful feature of the book is the critical discussion of each group of papers which is fully and coherently reported. The editing by C N Davies is careful and in a foreword he reviews the gaps in our knowledge revealed by the conference. This book will provide an indispensable source of reference to anyone interested in the way the lung deals with the dust we inhale with every breath we take.
Medical Pharmacology: Principles and Concepts by Andres Goth MD pp 551 illustrated 82s 6d St Louis: C V Mosby London: Henry Kimpton 1961 The aim has been to provide a conspectus of the principles underlying pharmacology as far as they are known. This has resulted in a series of outlines of the main types of drug action in reasonable detail. Where there are a number of drugs with analogous effects, the points of difference are stressed rather than points of similarity, thus avoiding a degree of repetition. While some may cavil at some of the minor drugs so selected the important drugs are reasonably covered. Ease of reading on occasion disguises the amount of information given. The literature covered is
